‘How can the mind cause what the brain causes?’
A recently fashionable argument for the doctrine that mental states and events are or supervene on physical ones is that otherwise actions and other happenings that have both mental and physical causes would be overdetermined. I show how and why this argument fails, because (1) actions can have both mental and physical causes without being overdetermined, and (2) effects can be and often are overdetermined by physical causes - a fact which poses a problem for theories of causation generally but not specifically for mental causation.

